
Conroe Oil Field 

The Conroe Field map and narrative provide a historical perspective on the size of the field and 

how much it has benefitted Conroe and Montgomery County.   

In late 1950s and early 1960’s, many Conroe citizens (population 9,000), knew about the oil 

field, but only a small number knew how large and impactful the field was during WWII and the 

Korean conflict.  The field supplied most of the gasoline for both War efforts and has supplied 

natural gas to Texans and northern states for decades.    

The map was produced by the Tobin Mapping Co ~ 1950. The dots on the map represent well 

locations. There are over 850 drill sites, covering 17,000 acres. Producers and owner’s names are 

shown on many of the tracts.  For that reason, Tobin maps have been ubiquitous in oil and 

drilling company offices, county tax offices, abstract companies, and with landmen since the 

1950’s.   

This Conroe Field map belonged to Elmer Frame.  It was found in his stored files in 2015.  

Elmer was Tax A/C for Montgomery County, 1948 - 1954, and Tax A/C for the Conroe ISD 

1957 to 1977.  The revenue from oil production was taxable, hence, the reason for the map and 

what is obviously a numbered reference system written on it.  Note the red numbers on each 

Survey and various tracts throughout the field.  Given a survey name, or a tract identification, the 

tax assessor could easily locate the owners account information using the red numbers.   

The red numbers were most likely tied to lease blocks or production records (division orders) for 

each survey and land parcel in the field, and ultimately each royalty owner’s interest.  Prichard 

and Abbott, a premier oil and gas appraisal company, provided the accounting system (the red 

numbers) to track royalty interest and the revenues.  Each royalty owner was assigned an account 

that contained the production from every well.  That production was the basis for the taxable 

value for every tax year.  Appraisal Districts perform that function today.  After 90 years, and 4 

generations, there are 11,000 owners with a royalty interest in the Conroe field.    

Cumulative production values for the Conroe Field as of 2020: 750M barrels of oil and 18B cu/ft 

of gas. The revenue from one (1) barrel of oil remained below $2.00 per barrel until 1970, and 

natural gas was less than $1.00 per cubic thousand. If $2.00 is used as the average price for a 

barrel of oil, the lifetime production value of the field is at a minimum, $1.5B dollars. Natural 

gas not included.  Oil was a very profitable business.  Even with a very low tax rate, tax revenues 

were enormous.  The tax base for the Montgomery County and Conroe ISD was oil rich.  

Humble Oil generously paid 90% of the CISD budget for many years providing the best 

educational facilities and resources available at the time.  

Today, with the influx of new residents, (population 98,000) very few residents know that the 

field exist, much less how it has contributed to Conroe, Montgomery County and thousands of 

children that have passed through the CISD educational systems.   

Note:  Prices 7/14/2022   Oil $96.33 per barrel / Gas $6.70 per cu thousand. 

by/David Frame  7/14/2022 
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