
THE CONROE OIL COMPANY OF 1919 

Those who are familiar with the Conroe Oil Field discovered by George Strake in 1931-1932, may 

not be aware of many fruitless efforts to find oil in Montgomery County in the early 1900s.  

Inspired by the Spindletop oil discovery in Beaumont, Texas in 1901, the Ranger, Texas oil boom 

in 1917 and the Burkburnett, Texas oil discovery in 1918, several old Conroe Courier editions 

from the 1900s reported wildcatters drilling in Tamina and also west and southeast of Conroe.   In 

1919 the Courier reported that Crystal Creek Oil Company drilled shallow wells southeast of 

Conroe with no success.  Another effort was made by the Conroe Oil Company formed in 1919. It 

would be 12 years before a young wildcatter named George Strake would discover Conroe oil.  

George Strake arrived in Conroe in early1931. Ann Gentry Moore, granddaughter of the Everett 

hardware store family, told me years ago that George Strake was broke and bought merchandise 

on credit from her father and other local store owners.  Local 94-year old business owner, Bruce 

Freeman, recently told me that George rented a room from his parents M/M Britt Freeman at their 

home on South Main. (The impressive house still stands there today).  George explained at the 

dinner table that he was looking for a certain soil strata formation along a creek that he believed 

would suggest oil deposits. Britt Freeman told George he should stop looking west of Conroe. Britt 

took George to a creek running through property owned by the Madeley brothers. There George 

Strake found what he was looking for.   George Strake began construction of his Strake No. 1 

wooden oil derrick on August 12, 1931 and struck oil on December 13.    The rest is history.   

As I was looking through piles of correspondence given to me a few years ago by Edith Clanton, 

a hoarder of all things Conroe history, I ran across Conroe Oil Company promotional 

correspondence and a stock certificate purchased by her father John Boedker from 1919.  The 

venture was a total bust but thankfully Edith kept her father’s records for us to enjoy.  Following 

is the short narrative that has been added to my updated and revised Montgomery County, Texas 

Historical Timeline which I hope will be published by this summer. 

Larry Foerster, Chairman 

Montgomery County Historical Commission 

January 16, 2022 

 

 

1919:  A Conroe Courier ad reports that prominent local businessmen have formed the Conroe 

Oil Company to drill for oil.  Locals are convinced that vast pools of oil will be found on 1,000 

acres west of the city and east of the San Jacinto River.  Prominent citizens have offered a $2,500 

bonus for any driller successfully bringing in an oil well within five miles of Conroe.  Company 

flyers declare that the Conroe oil field can be as lucrative as the Ranger and Burkburnett oil fields 

in north Texas, enticing investors.  The venture will fail and locals like John Boedker will lose 

their investment.  It will be another 12 years before oil is found by George Strake east of the city. 



 

 
Portions of the Conroe Oil Company promotional flyer  



 

Conroe Oil Company stock Certificate of 20 shares at $1.00/share 


