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WHAT IS THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION?
The Texas Historical Commission (THC), the official state agency for historical preservation,
was originally created in 1953 by the Texas Legislature as the Texas State Historical Survey Committee.
It retained that title until the 63rd Legislature changed its name to the Texas Historical Commission.
The Montgomery County Historical Commission (CHC) is a duly constituted organization of
Montgomery County government. It is duly composed of citizen members who are appointed by the
Commissioners Court and serve for two-year terms. The Commission reports to the County Judge and the
Commissioners Court. It also reports to the Texas Historical Commission. As a county department, our
Commission also publishes notice of our public meetings as required by the Texas Open Meetings Act.
The Montgomery County Historical Commission pursues the Texas Historical Commission’s ongoing purpose of surveying, recording and promoting the appreciation of local history as well as marking
those historic sites and structures deemed worthy of preservation for either historical or architectural
reasons. It is funded by the generous support of the Montgomery County Commissioners Court.
The Commission works in various fields, including archeology, architecture, history, economic
development and heritage tourism for the benefit of present and future generations. The agency helps
identify and preserve historic sites and helps to preserve the heritage of Montgomery County. Historic
preservation is a vital part of a promising future within our community.
MISSION
•

To discover, and as appropriate, circulate information pertinent to the historical identity of
Montgomery County, Texas, such as the placement of historical markers.

•

To cooperate with other persons, groups, organizations and agencies in preserving the history
and heritage of Texas.
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1. MEMBERSHIP: The County Historical Commission (CHC) currently has 30 members
who are appointed for two-year terms by the County Commissioners Court. The CHC is
composed of individual volunteers from various backgrounds who bring special
expertise, skills and perspectives to the mission of the County Historical Commission.
2. MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS: The Commission schedules six regular meetings every
other month during the year beginning in January. (The Texas Historical Commission
asks that each county historical commission meet at least four times each year.) Our
meetings have resumed in person at the Greater Conroe-Lake Conroe Chamber of
Commerce after the COVID-19 pandemic had affected our in-person meetings in 2020.
Our meeting attendance has been excellent under these circumstances.
3. COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION WEBSITE: The Website Committee under the
leadership of David Frame continues to add content to the Commission website:
www.montgomerycountyhistoricalcommission.com. It is designed to serve as an internet
archive for reports on Historical Commission activities, provide State and County
references, historical articles and photos, slideshows and videos of Montgomery County’s
people and places, and to provide an interactive map of historical sites throughout the
County. The map displays each historic location with an individual “pin” that links to a
historic narrative providing the reader with detailed information about each historical site,
building and cemetery. There are presently 225 pins: 129 for State and County Markers
and 96 for cemeteries. Our website had 9,678 visitors in 2021, slightly over 26 visitors
per day. On average, each visitor looked at 3 or more pages of the website; 29,804 visits
to various sections of the of the website during 2021.
The CHC website is also available as a clearinghouse for many other county and
state historical societies and museums. It offers a calendar of events for county-wide
historical organizations, county residents and tourists. Ongoing improvements to our
Commission website include more flexibility for daily updates; a more attractive home
page; mobile friendly upgrades for smart phones; links to Facebook, Instagram, and other
social media so that we can more effectively reach a larger audience. We are exploring
the capability to support an online payment system for book sales and donations.
4. HISTORICAL RESOURCE SURVEY: For years the CHC has been interested in
updating and digitalizing the CHC’s Historical Resource Survey to identify all
historically significant sites and buildings in Montgomery County. The only such survey,
conducted in 1980 and found in two large three-ring binders, is out of date. Under the
leadership of Frank and Merlyn Hersom and Perry Gotcher, volunteers from the local
congregations of the Church of Latter-Day Saints have volunteered to assist us with the
digital update of the Survey. Beginning in late November 2020 and throughout 2021,
these teams have methodically identified and researched dozens of Conroe commercial
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and residential structures, thereby providing an excellent narrative of each along with
current photographs of their condition. When the surveys of Conroe are completed in
2022, the team will move on from city to city throughout Montgomery County to
digitally catalog historical structures. This information can be used for our website’s map
of historical sites, buildings and cemeteries throughout the County. This project will also
help the Commission identify and protect old historical structures that may be planned for
demolition or otherwise damaged. The surveys will also assist us in our ongoing efforts
to recognize structures with historical markers.
5. HISTORICAL PRESERVATION: Ron Saikowski chairs our Endangered Building
Committee which will continue to identify threatened old historic buildings that may be
subject to demolition or need repair or be qualified for designation with a historical
marker. The Texas Historical Commission has urged county historical commissions
across Texas to prioritize the preservation of historic buildings and other structures across
the State that are threatened by disrepair or new development. As these are identified,
our CHC is constantly looking at ways to restore and repurpose these structures
consistent with our mission statement.
This past year CHC chairman Larry Foerster was invited to assist the city of
Conroe in its efforts to be designated a “Main Street City” by the Texas Historical
Commission. In November the City received this recognition. This will assist the City in
its effort to preserve and revitalize the downtown business district and the charming
nearby historic residential areas.
Of immediate importance is the preservation of the one-lane old iron truss bridge
spanning the San Jacinto River at FM 2854. County records show that this bridge was
constructed by El Paso Iron and Bridge Company for the County in 1910 and served for
many decades as the State Highway 105 bridge from Conroe to Montgomery. Outlaws
Bonnie and Clyde were reported to have met his relatives under the bridge in the early
1930’s. Regrettably, the bridge was damaged by the San Jacinto River flood waters
during Hurricane Harvey in 2017 and its condition is fragile. The Texas Highway
Department and the Texas Historical Commission are urging local authorities to save and
repurpose these historic structures. The CHC continues to promote the preservation of
the bridge.

San Jacinto River 1910 Truss Bridge
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The CHC is constantly exploring ways to save historic structures. Regrettably, we
do not always succeed. In the spring of 2019, the County and the City of Conroe lost
three very historic downtown structures to the wrecking ball: the 1911 Everett Hardware
store, the 1911 First State Bank of Conroe and the first silent movie theatre in Conroe
(circa 1916). Given the significant cost of saving these historic brick structures, the
owner felt compelled to demolish them. However, there are plans to construct buildings
on the site that will pay homage to the history of these buildings.
The good news is that in 2020 the City of Conroe hired Frank Robinson as the
downtown manager to promote its plans to redevelop a large area on both sides of the
Union Pacific railroad tracks. Frank brings a new energy and vision to the City’s
commitment to preserve and redevelop historic areas of the downtown area. He is
working with urban designers on ways to incorporate the older buildings into new
downtown businesses, applying upscale development concepts. Frank has also had
several meetings with members of the Commission to incorporate our ideas into
downtown plans. These discussions have included new uses for old structures and the
creation of one or more historic residential districts off the downtown areas. Chairman
Larry Foerster serves on the city’s Architectural Review Board as a resource for
identifying and preserving the historical character of these important structures.
Our Commission also wants to add other county markers for historic structures in
downtown Conroe, and there is growing interest among other owners in applying for
these historical markers. Several other historic Conroe downtown buildings have recently
been converted into a new brewery, a local winery tasting room, a St Thomas University
mini-campus, a meadery tasting room, and assorted restaurants and retail stores.
The interior of the historic 1935 Crighton Theatre has been remodeled and the
theatre lobby has been expanded into adjacent space next door. There are plans to apply
for a state historical marker for the Theatre in 2022.

Crighton Theatre

The foundation of the Thomas Chapel Methodist Church in Willis was leveled
in September to save the foundation and the church structure itself. The Commission
provided $12,500 in funds for the project that was supervised by Commission members
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Ron Saikowski, Ann Meador and Annette Kerr. Built in 1899, this African American
Church is the oldest church in continuous use in Montgomery County.

Foundation leveling to Thomas Chapel Church

The Conroe Community Cemetery has also been targeted by our Commission
for preservation and recognition. This previously overgrown cemetery is the burial site
of Sgt Luther James Dorsey of the 10th US Calvary, the only known Buffalo Soldier
buried in Montogmery County. It is also the final resting place of other notable African
American leaders from our community. In 2020 our Commission donated the necessary
funds to install a fence along two sides of the cemetery to protect the tombstones from
vandals. Several members have participated in the ongoing restoration of this cemetery
and attended the cemetery sign dedication ceremony held in October.
CHC members Elijah Easely, Ron Saikowski, Ryan Londeen, Maria Banos
Jordan, Jean Mann and Sharon Russell have been engaged in plans for the restoration
of the Sweet Rest Cemetery in Tamina, which is one of the earliest African American
cemeteries in the County. It is presently covered in standing water. Commissioner
James Metts has also assisted with the flood mitigation plans for this historic cemetery.
In addition, Marker Committee chairperson, Sharon Russell applied to the THC for a
state Undertold Historical Marker for the Tamina Freedman Community.

Tamina Sweet Rest Cemetery
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6. YOUTH ADVISORY BOARD. This is the nineth year for our CHC Youth Advisory
Board. It is composed of high school students selected by their teachers and
administrators from high schools throughout Montgomery County. This Youth Advisory
Board, or “YAB” as we affectionately call it, provides suggestions to the Historical
Commission for the promotion of historical activities that would engage students’ interest
in our local and state history and recruit student volunteers to assist the CHC and other
historical organizations in the preservation and promotion of historic buildings, sites and
cemeteries throughout Montgomery County. This student organization—the first of its
kind in the State of Texas—meets monthly during the school year.
YAB students were able to assist us with our History Road Rally in Willis in
February, which was the first event they could attend due to the COVID pandemic which
stopped YAB activities for the previous year. In addition, using money from book sales
and donations to the CHC, a $1000 scholarship was awarded to Jesilyn Knight, a
graduating YAB student from Lake Creek High School, for her enthusiastic support of
our Commission’s projects.

Austin, Jesilyn and Mac

Mac and Austin

Several YAB students also assisted with the Texas Legacy Flags Fest on November 6,
and with the Christmas in Historical Montgomery on December 11.

Natalie Benner and Erica Burns
at Christmas in Montgomery
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On Saturday, December 4, YAB students and members of their families cleaned
historic tombstones in the Oakwood Cemetery in Conroe. They learned about the proper
method to clean tombstones without damaging them. This is a popular annual project
with our students as they enjoy seeing darkened tombstones come back to life and
learning more about the history of those individuals buried there. Commission members
Carolyn Carol, Robin Bartholet and Larry Foerster provided instruction and support.

YAB students and sponsors at Oakwood Cemetery

Tombtone cleaning by students and parents

7. VOICES FROM THE PAST CEMETERY TOURS: Several members of our Historical
Commission organized and participated in the Montgomery Historical Society’s Voices in
the Past cemetery tours in Montgomery. Various individuals from the Montgomery
Community reenact historic individuals from over 100 years ago. Contributing members
included Brenda Beaven, Ann Meador and T J Wilkerson.
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Visitors at Charles B. Stewart’s grave

Lady cemetery reenactors

Guide Brenda Beaven

Reenacting Owen Shannon who fought in
the American Revolution

8. HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANTS: With the generous financial support of the
Commissioners Court, CHC continues to offer grants to 501c(3) non-profit historical
organizations around the County as reimbursement for rehabilitation of old historic
structures. Working closely with County Auditor Pandey and County Judge Keough’s
staff, the CHC Grants Committee (composed of Anna Shepeard, Gertie Spencer and
Dell Wise) have developed guidelines and procedures for the CHC and Commissioner’s
Court approval of such grants.
Grants in 2021 were given to the Conroe Community Cemetery Restoration
Project for 150 small granite markers for burial sites of unknown African Americans and
to pay for equipment to clear the old African American cemetery. These funds will assist
as there are plans to apply for a state historical cemetery marker. Grant funds were also
provided to the Magnolia Historical Society for repairs to the 1902 Magnolia Depot
Museum and caboose; the Montgomery Historical Society for the installation of a
wrought iron fence around the Old Methodist Churchyard in Montgomery; and the
Heritage Museum of Montgomery County for repairs to the museum sign and gazebo
and for its foundation rehabilitation of the historic Thomas Chapel Methodist Church in
Willis. Funds were also authorized to help the Friends of the Flag Foundation with
sponsoring the Texas Legacy Flags Fest and publishing the Texas Revolution Activity
Books.
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9. STATE HISTORICAL MARKERS: A state historical marker for the Elizabeth Shaw
Cartwright Family Cemetery near Montgomery has been installed, and we are planning a
dedication ceremony with the Cartwright family in 2022. There are plans to pursue
designation of state historical markers for the burial site of Isaac Conroe in Houston; the
Crighton Theatre in Conroe; the abandoned towns of Danville and Fostoria; the
communities of Grangerland, Splendora, and New Caney; and several historic post-Civil
War cemeteries: the Tamina Sweet Rest Cemetery and the Conroe Community Cemetery.
10. COUNTY HISTORICAL MARKERS: A new county historical marker was dedicated
in October at the Conroe Bargain House to celebrate 65 years of the Conroe Service
League. The event was attended by numerous city and civic leaders and past and present
members of the League. The publicity from this ceremony has generated more interest by
other property owners across the County in having their buildings identified with a state
or county historical marker.
Marker Committee and Cemetery Committee chairperson Sharon Russell is
currently working on county historical markers for the Turner Thomas Cemetery near
Magnolia and the Piney Grove Baptist Church and Cemetery. She and other members of
our Commission have been asked to assist with marker applications for the Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Conroe, the Henry Dean General Store in Magnolia, the Decker
Prairie School, Magnolia High School, and Arnold-Dean Cemetery near Magnolia.

11. COUNTY HISTORICAL TIMELINE: With the support of former County Judge Sadler
and the County Commissioners, CHC Chairman Larry Foerster completed his extensive
Montgomery County, Texas Historical Timeline which was published in January 2014.
This 239-page bound book—complete with historic photos, old drawings and maps—
offers a detailed chronology of notable historic events in Montgomery County from the
time of the Native Americans to the present. The book was provided for free to all
county libraries and has been made available for sale to the public as a fundraising
project for the CHC. Over $22,000 has been raised from 2014 through 2021 from the
sales of the book to support future preservation projects of the Historical Commission.
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With additional historical information and photographs provided by local
historians and county families since the book was published in 2014, Larry Foerster is
currently working on a revised and even more detailed second edition of the book which
is scheduled for publication in 2022.
12. HISTORY ROAD RALLY: The Commission sponsored its 8th annual History Road
Rally in Willis on February 27. Promoted as “Driving in the Past Lane,” each year the
event features the local history of a different area of Montgomery County. This is a fun
family-friendly event. Participating teams represented Texas communities in and beyond
Montgomery County. The 15 teams enjoyed following clues and finding their answers to
county and state historical events, sites and individuals as they drove their vehicles
around the Willis-Danville area for two hours. The teams were delighted to meet
Precinct #1 Commissioner Robert Walker and Justice of the Peace Wayne Mack.
Each participant received a souvenir “History Road Warrior” button. The teams returned
for free pizza and drinks while their answer sheets were judged. The three winning teams
received trophies and $25 gift cards courtesy of our sponsor: Gullo Ford, Gullo Toyota
and Gullo Mazda automobile dealerships of Conroe.

Sue Ann and Dell at registration table

Team 6 searching for clues in cemetery

Searching for history at Willis Cemetery

Team 1 ready to roll
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Team 1 wins 1st place

Veits with grandson

Team 11 excited to chase history clues

Hat with annual History Road Rally buttons

13. TEXAS LEGACY FLAGS FEST CELEBRATION IN CONROE: The Historical
Commission was a co-sponsor of the first Texas Legacy Flags Fest in Conroe on
November 6. Sponsored also by the Friends of the Flag Foundation and the Montgomery
County Veterans Memorial Commission, the Flags Fest offered visitors an opportuntity
to tour the Flag Park and the Veterans Memorial Park; inspect close-up first responder
vehicles; and learn more about the various cultures that contributed to the Texas fight for
independence and which continue to add to the fabric of our diverse Texas culture. This
included the Alabama-Coushatta Indian and the Mexican contribution.
Members of our Historical Commission helped organize and participate in the
celebration to honor first responders and military. The theme was “Texas Heroes—Past
and Present.” The ceremony was purposely set near the date of Stephen F Austin’s
birthday. The flag raising ceremony honored the memory of the Texian and Tejano
volunteers who fought at the various battles of the Texas War for Independence in 18351836. The ceremony also honored other military members who have served our nation.
The participants included county and city leaders. The Texas Army, the Texas
Volunteers and the Rolling Thunder cannon also participated in this solemn event.
Former CHC member Jim Walker was recognized for his contribution to the
planning and research for the Lone Star Monument and Historical Flag Park and for
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faithfully serving as its Flag Master for almost ten years, routinely replacing tattered flags
and giving tours of the park to visitors.

Conroe Police Dept Honor Guard during the Flag Raising Ceremony

“Rolling Thunder” Texian cannoneers

Daughters of the Confederacy

North Harris County Dulcimer Society

Mariachi Band performing

14. PROMOTING MONTGOMERY COUNTY HISTORY: Over the past eight years, CHC
members have collaborated with the Conroe Courier “Trends” editor Sondra
Hernandez in producing a monthly Sunday article in the Courier featuring a historic
Montgomery County event, building, individual or residence. Commission members
Sharon Russell, Frank Johnson, Larry Foerster and Dr. Robin Montgomery have
contributed history articles for the newspaper. With our input, historical features have
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also been produced in the Community Impact newspaper and the Bluebonnet News online
newspaper. These articles are designed to generate interest and renew community pride in
the history of Montgomery County.
15. PROMOTING TEXAS HISTORY: In addition to being a co-sponsor of the Texas
Legacy Flags Fest in November, the CHC also funded the purchase of 1600 Texas
Revolution Activity Books. These books provide a fun way for children to learn more
about the history of the Texas War for Independence and the Lone Star Monument and
Historical Flag Park outdoor museum in Conroe. Several CHC members have been
promoting the Activity Books at local 4th grade classes. A PDF copy of the book is now
available at the CHC website so that children across the county, state and nation have an
opportunity to enjoy the book.

CHC member Robin Bartholet distributing the books at Sacred Heart Catholic School

16. CONROE PICTORIAL HISTORY: The new pictorial history book of Conroe was
published and distributed beginning in February. Produced as part of the Images of
America series by Arcadia Publishing, the book is a collaboration of several local
historians: Conroe Courier news editor Sondra Hernandez and MCHC members Joy
Montgomery, Dr. Robin Montgomery and Larry Foerster.
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17. INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE: The Historical Commission serves as a
clearinghouse for the distribution of information and announcements among historical
organizations and interested citizens in our County concerning upcoming events and
projects of significant historical interest throughout Montgomery County and the State.
Many of our members actively serve on the boards of other historical societies and
museums in the County.
18. WALKING TOUR OF CONROE: Through a collaborative effort of the Conroe
Convention and Visitors Bureau, the nonprofit Conroe Live, Inc., and Commission
chairman Larry Foerster, a tri-fold self-guided historic walking tour brochure of
Downtown Conroe has been published and is available to visitors in Conroe. The
brochure features 14 historic buildings with photos provided by the Heritage Museum. It
is complemented by a longer online narrative version available to visitors who go to the
www.visitconroe.org website.
In addition, there are plans to develop an online video walking tour of historic
Conroe with narratives of each important structure downtown. Much of the material for
these narratives will come from the History Resource Surveys that are being compiled by
Frank and Merlyn Hersom and their volunteers. A similar online walking tour is now
available at the City of Montgomery’s website for its historic district.
19. HISTORICAL PRESERVATION DISTRICTS: Members of the County Historical
Commission are engaged with other organizations in generating community interest in
the development of residential historical preservation districts around downtown Conroe
and other older communities in Montgomery County. Collaboration with members of the
Conroe City Council and its downtown manager Frank Robinson has generated interest
in restoring historic portions of downtown Conroe from IH-45 to 10th Street on both the
west and east side of the railroad tracks in downtown Conroe. The result is a new Conroe
Development Plan that recognizes the historic “Old Town” section of Conroe from the
railroad tracks east to 10th Street. A renewed interest in the business district of Conroe
has led to investments in its historic buildings, with an interest in preserving and
promoting these old structures. It is hoped that the area may someday be designated on
the “National Register of Historic Places.”
20. SHARING COUNTY HISTORY WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS: Several times

during the year CHC Chairman Larry Foerster, Brenda Beaven and other CHC
members are invited to give presentations on Montgomery County history to numerous
civic and youth organizations throughout the county with the goal of increasing local
interest in our history. PowerPoint slide shows of historic photographs and maps are
frequently used for these presentations.
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21. REAL PLACES CONFERENCE: Each year the Texas Historical Commission sponsors

a conference in Austin to educate members of county historical commissions and Texas
tourism bureaus on ideas that can enhance their local history programs and promote
tourism. Because of COVID-19, the 2021 program was offered online. CHC members
Rebekah Werner Kolb, Joy Montgomery and Larry Foerster attended these online
courses.
22. TEXAS 2020 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD: Finally, we are very honored that
your Montgomery County Historical Commission was recognized for the eighth
consecutive year by the Texas Historical Commission with the 2020 “Distinguished
Service Award.” This is a coveted award from the Texas Historical Commission to a
select few county historical commissions that “…demonstrate exceptional service and
dedication to preserve the heritage of Texas.”

Respectfully submitted,

Larry L. Foerster, Chairman
Montgomery County Historical Commission
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